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BIG Architects are designing a new li-
brary in Astana, Kazakhstan that will 
house not just books but space and 
time as well. Even more interesting is 
the building’s design. Its disk-like struc-
ture comprises four archetypes - the cir-
cle, the rotunda, the arch and the yurt. 
Here the design forms a spiraling circle 
around a vertical core and the struc-
ture’s curves so the interior becomes 
the exterior and the walls the roof and 
roof into walls.

The structure is built from individual 
hexagonal cells on the exterior as well 
as throughout the interior that come 
together to form a cube. The design 
draws inspiration from the core func-
tions and operations of UN where dif-
ferent countries come together to cre-
ate one entity but without losing their 
individual identities. 
The complex includes an assembly hall 
seating 1500, two conference rooms, 
a theater and an exhibition space. The 
open roof allows natural light through 
the interiors. An open staircase winds 
up the exterior of the building and leads 
all the way up to the roof, where a public 
garden and green roof await. 

Bee-Hive for UN memorial site
A competition seeking designs for a 
UN memorial was recently held in city 
of chungju in South Korea. UK based 
architectural firm’s design won third 
place. 
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